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A survey of school buildings. — As a part of the general effort to improve 
the school situation in the state of Delaware through scientific studies, Professor 
Strayer and two of his associates have prepared a study' of the school buildings of 
that state. Strayer's score card for the evaluation of school buildings was used in 
making the study. The last chapter of the pamphlet contains a full statement 
of the method of procedure and gives details with regard to the score card and its 
application to the Delaware situation. 

The findings of this survey are very impressive. The school situation in 
Delaware will have to be described as melancholy in the extreme. Where there 
should be a score of 700 to 900, the median score for the state is below 300. There 
are 28 schools in the state with a score of less than 200, and 72 with scores between 
200 and 250. 

The volume gives a detailed statement with many illustrations and certainly 
makes a strong case for a vigorous movement in Delaware for the reorganization 
of the school-building situation. 



Material for a course in civics. — ^The Bureau of Education has prepared a 
bulletin' which was not intended originally to serve the purposes of a course in 
civics but supplies admirable material for this sort of instruction. The bulletin 
is addressed to librarians and others who are interested in looking up the sources 
of information on various subjects supplied by the federal government. 

In reviewing the various executive departments which issue bulletins and 
pamphlets of general interest. Miss Guerrier has succeeded in giving a very fair 
description of the Department of the Interior, the Department of Agriculture, etc. 
There can be no doubt that the ordinary teacher and the ordinary student in the 
public schools think of the federal government as made up of Congress, the 
President, and the Supreme Court. The fact is, however, that the actual opera- 
tions of the government year in and year out are in the hands of executive depart- 
ments which are little understood by the ordinary citizen. Yet these executive 
departments are distributing constantly bulletins of technical and popular infor- 
mation of great importance and great usefulness to those who will make use of 
them. The Bureau of Education has rendered a large service to the public schools 
by making this type of material more accessible through this bulletin. 



A study of the negro. — The school history of the United States has been 
affected in an important way by the presence of the black race on this continent. 
The race riots of the last few years in the northern cities, as well as the difficulties 
encountered in the south in the raising of the negro to an educational and eco- 
nomic level where he will not be a menace to society, make it perfectly clear that an 
intelligent handling of this race problem will tax the administrative intelligence of 
any officer who has to cope with it. 

> George D. Strayer, N. L. Ekgelhardt, and F. W. Hart, General Report of School Buildings and 
Grounds of Delaware. Wilmington, Delaware: Service Citizens of Delaware, 1919. Pp. 222. 

"The Federal Executive Departments as Sources of Information for Libraries," Bureau of Education 
Bulletin No. 74, tttO. Compiled by Editli Guerrier. Washington: Department of the Interior. Pp.204. 
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Mr. Brawley has prepared an illuminating account* of the coming of the 
negro to this continent and his influence on political and social life since his arrival. 
The book is in no sense of the word a plea for the negro; nor is it, on the other 
hand, weakened by evasions of the major problems that arise in society and edu- 
cation. It is a frank discussion of all of these matters. There are chapters on the 
beginnings of slavery in the colonies and the later periods which led to the War of 
the Rebellion. There is a description of the missionary endeavors that have been 
undertaken to improve the negro, and a full chapter is given to a description of 
Hampton Institute and the Tuskegee idea. Present conditions are discussed in 
such chapters as "The Negro Church," "Self-Help in Negro Education," "Litera- 
ture and Art," and "Social and Economic Progress." 

The book can be recommended to those who are interested in a full and 
impartial account of one of America's gravest social problems. 



Measurement of school products.— Three bulletins have recently come to 
hand which show that the measurement movement in schools is going forward 
steadily through the efforts of administrators who are dealing every day with the 
ordinary problems of school organization. Measurement is no longer in the 
laboratory stage, as these documents indicate, but is a useful instrument employed 
in all parts of the country for routine school work. 

The first is Bulletin No. 3, issued by the schools of Wichita, Kansas.* It sum- 
marizes measurements in geography, arithmetic, spelling, reading, and history. 
There is also a section devoted to general intelligence tests. The bulletin makes 
comparisons which will be useful in the schools themselves and will help to estab- 
lish standards for a nation-wide use of this sort of material. 

The second is a bulletin' from the public schools of Pittsburgh and deals 
entirely with handwriting. The familiar facts of overlapping in the different 
grades and of variability are once more brought out by these measurements. 
The Ayres scale is reproduced in a much reduced size. This is doubtful 
wisdom except as a mere exposition of the material. It has appeared in 
all uses of the handwriting scales that they must be shown in the same 
colored ink and in exactly the same surroundings in which the writing was 
originally graded or else the judgments by the scale will be greatly distorted. 
It is much better to refer readers to the scale itself than to attempt to show the 
quality of writing represented by the different levels in the scale through this 
type of reproduction. 

The third is a report* issued in Pinellas County, Florida. The report gives in 
the first few pages an account of school buildings in the county and also an account 
of progress in the curriculum of the schools; the last part is devoted to a graphic 

J Benjamin Brawiey, A Short Bistory of the American Negro. New York: Macmillan Co., 1919 * 
Pp. xvii+280. $2.(». 

' "Measurements in the Wichita Schools," Btdletin No. 3. Wichita, Kansas: Wichita Public Schools, 
1919. Pp. 27. 

' "Writing Test," Research and Measurement Bulletin No. 3. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: Pittsburgh 
Public Schools, 1918. Pp. 31. 

* "Pinellas County Public Schools, 1912-19," Report of the Board of Public Instruction of PineUas 
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